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Ariel Mink 

Friends, David and I are so grateful for the love and support you all have given to us as 
we filled our respective interim roles this past year! It has been a blessing for both of us.  
The reception on March 24 was lovely, and the gift of a vacation in Sea Ranch is greatly 
appreciated!  Thank you also for all of the cards and notes that you’ve sent.  Your words 
have filled our hearts.  As you know, Adam’s first day as our Head of Staff began on 
March 25.  I am looking forward to our ongoing partnership in our ministry here at PCN.  
While I will be resuming my fulltime job at Gallup on April 1, I will continue my role as 
Ministry Associate and, among other duties, will be a staff resource for various 
committees as well as function as one of the liturgists during worship. David will continue 
to be an adult youth leader, supporting our new Youth Director, Morgan Smith, who 
begins on April 1.  Again, we thank you for all that you have done for us – we are so 
blessed!  
 
Looking ahead to April, don’t forget that we have a number of special worship services 
and events coming up: 
 
April 14th is Palm Sunday.  We’ll have a finger-food brunch after each service 
(remember, contemporary worship is at 9 a.m., but traditional worship begins at 11 a.m.).  
If you can come a little early to help set up or stay a little late to help clean up, that would 
be wonderful.  Or, if you feel like contributing some goodies for the brunch, please do! 

April 19th is Good Friday.  As in years past, it will be a Tenebrae Service beginning at     
7 p.m.  The word "tenebrae" comes from the Latin meaning "darkness." The Tenebrae is 
an ancient Christian Good Friday service that makes use of gradually diminishing light 
through the extinguishing of candles to symbolize the events of that week from the 
triumphant Palm Sunday entry through Jesus' burial. This increasing darkness 
symbolizes the approaching darkness of Jesus' death and of hopelessness in the world 
without God.  Worshippers will be invited to leave in silence to ponder the impact of 
Christ's death and await the coming Resurrection.   
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April 21st is Easter Sunday, and we celebrate Jesus’ triumph over death!  The Novato 
Ministerial Association is hosting a sunrise service at the base of Mt. Burdell, off of 
Palmo Court. Our contemporary service is scheduled for its normal start time of 9 a.m., 
but our traditional service begins just a little bit later at 11 a.m.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pastor Adam, wife Sarah and children Aaron, Kaydence and Zachary arrived safely in 
Novato the evening of March 19.  Many members of the congregation helped get the 
manse ready for their arrival – a big thank you to all who helped! 

The family spent their first few days getting settled as they awaited their furniture!  
Adam’s first day in the office was March 25.  His first sermon will be on April 7th. 

We are so excited to have them here and to begin the next chapter of PCN’s story.  
Welcome to PCN and Novato! 
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Adam Smith 
 
I am both humbled and overjoyed to have begun this new partnership in ministry with 
you, the wonderful saints of PCN! I’m doing my best to become oriented to ministry at 
PCN all the while – at least as I am writing this article – still waiting for the moving truck 
to arrive with all of my family’s belongings. Living out of a suitcase and sleeping on an air 
mattress would probably be a Calvin-approved spiritual practice due to the level of 
discomfort experienced by the practitioner (though the discipline may fail Calvin’s “focus 
on God” criteria).  
 
Yet, I write to you not overwhelmed, but in awe! I have this wonderful opportunity to 
discern, experience, and be a part of the Holy Spirit’s work in this unique community of 
faith and with each of you, and I am privileged to come alongside you in this chapter of 
God’s story at PCN. Like any new chapter in most books, this one will not do away with 
previous chapters, nor will it dramatically change the language, or the themes, or the 
characters. It will not skip forward to chapters not yet discerned or developed, or seek to 
create a new novel all together. It is my hope that this new chapter in God’s story at PCN 
will continue the ongoing theme of God’s narrative that has played out throughout the 
many years at PCN: to faithfully follow the Holy Spirit who is always present with, 
speaking to, and guiding the church.  
 
Rest assured, I have not been led by God to join the community at PCN to change who 
you are. On the contrary, I have come to continue to learn about and become a part of 
your story. I come with no agenda of my own except to do whatever I can, with the gifts 
that I have as your pastor, and with God’s help, to follow after and be faithful to Christ 
with you at PCN. That’s it. I hope you are not too disappointed.  
 
Like any good partnership, it is my hope to begin this chapter by getting to know your 
story (who you are): your history, your current life and ministry as a congregation, your 
vision for the future and, perhaps most importantly, I’d like to get to know each of you. 
I’m going to do my best to reach out to you, participate in various ministry groups and 
activities, and to visit homes, but I’d like to encourage you to stop by the office for a visit 
or perhaps schedule a time to meet for coffee or lunch in the months to come. (Have I 
mentioned I like coffee?)  While I’m sure I will be super busy these first weeks and 
months just becoming oriented to life and ministry at PCN, I’m going to also try to make 
time to meet with you too.  
 
Dear saints, you are a wonderful blessing, and I look forward to getting to know you in 
the days, months, and years to come. My family and I would already like to thank you all 
for your kindness and hospitality in these first days. You have already brought tears of 
joy to our eyes, and we know it says a lot about who you are.  
 
With Joy & Peace, 
Pastor Adam 
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Meet Morgan Smith, PCN’s New Director of Youth Ministry 
 

I am very excited to be here and to join in being a part of what the Lord is doing in 
and through this church. I have served previously at Zionsville Presbyterian 
Church as a Youth Ministry Intern and Bay Presbyterian Church as the Associate 
Director of Student Ministries, and I look forward to this opportunity here at 
Presbyterian Church of Novato.  
  
Several things really stuck out to me about PCN through this interview process: 
the way in which Ariel led the church through this transition time, as well as David 
within the Youth Ministry. Those were both very impressive things to me. Another 
thing that stuck out to me about this church was how hopeful and positive 
everyone is about the church and about the future of PCN. I look forward to 
beginning at the same time as Adam as well. Great things are ahead for our 
church! 
 
I have a great love and desire to partner with families and walk alongside you in 
the discipleship of your children, as well as equipping and leading other adults to 
have a passion for the next generation. I look forward to helping grow the 
presence of students within our church and enable them to be a larger part of the 
PCN family, as well as helping them grow in loving the Lord, the church, and the 
world.  
  
I am incredibly excited to be here, and I look forward to meeting each one of you! 
  



        Morgan Smith	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Msmith21@ymail.com	
  •	
  	
  (317)	
  523-­‐9492	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  26905	
  Midland	
  Rd.	
  Bay	
  Village,	
  Oh	
  44140	
  

PHILOSOPHY	
  OF	
  MINISTRY	
  
To	
  create	
  a	
  place	
  of	
  refuge	
  that	
  connects	
  students	
  with	
  the	
  
larger	
  church,	
  developing	
  them	
  into	
  mature	
  followers,	
  
genuine	
  worshippers,	
  and	
  servant-­‐hearted	
  leaders	
  of	
  Christ.	
  	
  
	
  
EDUCATION	
  
Reformed	
  Theological	
  Seminary,	
  Orlando,	
  FL	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Pursuing	
  a	
  Masters	
  of	
  Divinity	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Sept	
  ‘18-­‐Present	
  
	
   	
  
Indiana	
  University,	
  College	
  of	
  Arts	
  and	
  Sciences,	
  
Bloomington,	
  IN	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Aug’11-­‐Dec’14	
   	
   	
   	
   August	
  2011	
  -­‐	
  December	
  2014	
  
Bachelor	
  of	
  Arts	
  Degree,	
  with	
  Distinction	
   	
   	
  
Major:	
  Psychology	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  GPA:3.70/4.00	
  
 
SERVICE	
  &	
  LEADERSHIP	
  
Zionsville	
  Presbyterian	
  Church,	
  Zionsville,	
  IN	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Jan’14-­‐Dec’14	
  
Deacon	
  (1-­‐year	
  term)	
  
• Served	
  on	
  Intergenerational	
  Team	
  -­‐	
  focusing	
  on	
  growing	
  

community	
  within	
  the	
  generations	
  of	
  the	
  church	
  
• Organized,	
  planned,	
  &	
  led	
  intergenerational	
  events	
  

throughout	
  the	
  year	
  	
  
	
  

Whitewater	
  Valley	
  Presbytery,	
  Indianapolis,	
  IN	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Hispanic	
  Ministries	
  Lead	
  Team	
  Member	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Aug’13-­‐Feb’15	
  
• Coordinated	
  and	
  developed	
  Hispanic	
  ministries	
  from	
  the	
  

60	
  churches	
  within	
  the	
  Whitewater	
  Valley	
  Presbytery	
  to	
  
various	
  local	
  and	
  international	
  ministries	
  

• Reworked	
  vision	
  and	
  mission	
  statements	
  	
  
	
  
Youth	
  for	
  Christ,	
  Zionsville,	
  IN	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Feb’13-­‐Feb’15	
  
Campus	
  Life	
  Volunteer	
  
• Taught	
  large	
  group	
  sessions	
  at	
  weekly	
  Campus	
  Life	
  

gatherings	
  (approximately	
  150	
  students)	
  
• Led	
  multiple	
  small	
  groups	
  of	
  Middle	
  School	
  students	
  
• Engaged	
  and	
  interacted	
  with	
  Middle	
  School	
  students	
  

while	
  attending	
  school	
  lunches,	
  sporting	
  events,	
  and	
  
other	
  school	
  functions	
  

• Led	
  a	
  leadership	
  group	
  for	
  Middle	
  School	
  students	
  	
  
	
  
Christian	
  Student	
  Fellowship,	
  Bloomington,	
  IN	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
Small	
  group	
  leader	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Sept‘13-­‐Dec’14	
   	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
• Led	
  a	
  small	
  group	
  of	
  College	
  students	
  
• Directed	
  and	
  encouraged	
  these	
  students	
  to	
  live	
  out	
  their	
  

Christian	
  faith	
  in	
  college	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

WORK	
  EXPERIENCE	
  
Bay	
  Presbyterian	
  Church,	
  Bay	
  Village,	
  OH	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Feb’15-­‐Sept’18	
  
Associate	
  Director	
  of	
  Student	
  Ministries	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  
• Created	
  and	
  implemented	
  vision,	
  values,	
  mission,	
  &	
  goals	
  

for	
  the	
  Student	
  Ministry	
  	
  
• Discipled	
  and	
  walked	
  with	
  students,	
  parents,	
  volunteer	
  

leaders,	
  church-­‐staff,	
  &	
  church	
  members	
  
• Redesigned	
  5th	
  and	
  6th	
  grade	
  ministry	
  program	
  to	
  better	
  

fit	
  the	
  vision	
  of	
  Student	
  Ministry	
  and	
  BPC	
  
• Recruited,	
  trained,	
  equipped,	
  and	
  led	
  volunteers	
  to	
  

connect	
  with	
  students,	
  lead	
  them	
  in	
  small	
  groups,	
  and	
  
disciple	
  them	
  	
  

• Empowered	
  and	
  released	
  student	
  leaders	
  to	
  both	
  lead	
  in	
  
Student	
  Ministry	
  &	
  support	
  other	
  church	
  ministries,	
  
including	
  a	
  student	
  creating	
  their	
  own	
  church	
  ministry	
  	
  

• Created,	
  planned,	
  &	
  led	
  youth	
  outreach	
  events	
  and	
  youth	
  
retreats,	
  including	
  retreat	
  with	
  50+	
  volunteers	
  

• Planned,	
  organized,	
  and	
  led	
  international	
  mission	
  trip	
  
• Created	
  &	
  developed	
  sermon	
  series	
  content,	
  discipleship	
  

group	
  content,	
  &	
  replicable	
  curriculum	
  content	
  for	
  9th	
  
grade	
  ministry	
  	
  
	
  

Springhill	
  Christian	
  Camp,	
  Seymour,	
  IN	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  May’14-­‐Aug’14	
   May	
  2014	
  –	
  August	
  2014	
  
Camp	
  Counselor	
  
• Mentored	
  and	
  led	
  a	
  group	
  of	
  6th	
  -­‐	
  9th	
  grade	
  students	
  each	
  

week	
  throughout	
  the	
  summer	
  
	
  
Zionsville	
  Presbyterian	
  Church,	
  Zionsville,	
  IN	
  	
  	
  	
  May’12-­‐Feb’15	
   May	
  2012	
  –	
  February	
  2015	
  
Youth	
  Ministry	
  Intern	
   	
  
• Discipled	
  and	
  walked	
  with	
  students	
  and	
  families	
  
• Connected	
  with,	
  coordinated,	
  &	
  communicated	
  with	
  

volunteer	
  leaders	
  
• Planned,	
  coordinated,	
  &	
  led	
  Middle	
  School	
  and	
  High	
  

School	
  Ministry	
  events	
  
• Planned	
  &	
  led	
  a	
  small	
  group	
  of	
  Middle	
  School	
  boys	
  	
  
• Coordinated	
  &	
  led	
  international	
  youth	
  mission	
  trips	
  	
  
• Preached	
  weekly	
  for	
  the	
  Middle	
  School	
  Ministry	
  

	
  
GUEST	
  PASTOR	
  
Centro	
  Evangelistico	
  Zuriel	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Aug	
  ‘18	
  
	
   San	
  Rafael,	
  Guanacaste,	
  Costa	
  Rica	
  
	
   Romans	
  4:13-­‐25	
  –	
  translated	
  into	
  Spanish	
  
Deliverance	
  Church	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Jun	
  ‘17	
   	
  
	
   Kiganjo,	
  Nyeri,	
  Kenya	
  
	
   Philippians	
  2:1-­‐18	
  –	
  translated	
  into	
  Swahili	
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All Dressed Up Prison Ministry 

 
All Dressed Up Ministry is running low on clothing for delivery to prisoners leaving 
San Quentin.  We had had a major increase in the number of clothing requests 
from inmates being released in the past few months.  We are in need of the 
following durable clothing in good shape that would be acceptable to send to San 
Quentin.   
 

 Shoes – sizes 9, 10, 11, and 12. 
 Pants – jeans and slacks, waist sizes 36 to 44 with length 32 to 36. 
 Sweat shirts – with or without hood, sizes XL, 2XL, 3XL and larger. 
 Casual shirts – Polo shirts, casual shirts, sizes XL, 2XL, and larger. 
 Jackets – lightweight jackets sizes XL and larger.  No sport jackets please, 

just lightweight jackets that are durable and warm. 
 Belts – sizes 36 to 50. 

 
Our goal is to try to dress those guys being released so they get back on the 
street looking good.  If you have any of the items listed above that you want to 
donate, you can either bring them to the office or contact Mike Robinson at  
415-302-1729 or email skybird24@comcast.net. 
 
Thanks in advance for your help. 

 

 
 

Mission Committee Local Volunteer Opportunities 
 
Snack Sacks:  Help prepare the food bags between services every Sunday and 
deliver the sacks to the Marin Mobile Showers in Hamilton on Monday mornings.  
Contact Regina Rus at (415) 897-7384 or email reginabrus@gmail.com. 
 
Lynwood Reading Program:  Spend one hour weekly listening to students read 
at Lynwood Elementary School.  Contact Art Plumstead at (415) 892-4063. 
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TIFFANY 

 

“My whole life I have been working so hard.  
I just want to have a stable life."   

  

  
 

 

About Tiffany 

 Children: Lawrence, 10-year-old son 

 Profession: Bay Alarm Company Fire Inspector II 

 Time at Gilead House: 8 months  
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Tiffany is a survivor. Before coming to Gilead House, Tiffany and her son were living 
in an abusive home. Despite the fearsome home life, she carried on trying to do it 
all—working full-time, attending school full-time, and caring for her son. As with all 
abusive relationships, it was never enough. Tiffany’s abuser hurt her physically and 
robbed her of dignity and self-respect. It took years before Tiffany decided that 
something must change. 
  
“That was when I said, no more."  
  
When Tiffany and her son left, they had nowhere to go. They lived out of their car 
and moved from shelter to shelter. They periodically slept on the couches and floors 
of friends and family. She was unable to afford housing due to the large debt she 
had accrued. Fortunately, she found Gilead House. 
  
Since arriving, Tiffany and her son have been able to breathe a sigh of relief 
knowing they have a warm bed to sleep in, a community that makes them feel safe, 
and a brighter future ahead of them. Tiffany is paying off debt, saving money, and 
regaining her confidence. 
  
“Even though the journey has been tough, I am working hard for my son 
and I will never give up.” 

 

  
 

 

Working Together---THANK YOU, PCN, FOR YOUR 
LONGSTANDING SUPPORT OF THIS VITAL MISSION. 
 To learn more and join in go to www.gileadhouse.org.  

 

 

 

    

Inspiring Hope. Empowering Moms. 
 Seventh Street Center (Main Campus & Office) - 1024 7th Street, Novato, CA 94945 

Leafwood Center - 1308 Leafwood, Novato, CA 94947 
Office: 415-415-895-5575 ∙ Fax: 415-895-1243 ∙ www.gileadhouse.org 

 
 

 

 

 
  



9 
 
 

 

    

PC�'s  �E GREAT H UR  F SHARI�G  FFERI�G IS AT B TH 

SERVICES  � PA12 SU�DAY� APRI1 14� 2019� P1EASE READ 

BE1 W A�D GIVE GE�ER US1Y� 

 

The Church is ca��ed� Duri�g �e�t� we re�e�ber �esus servi�g th�se wh� were ��st 

vu��erab�e� His �i�istry ca��s the Church i�t� �i�istries �f c��passi�� a�d �ustice f�r 

th�se i� �eed a���g us�  ur ide�tity as !church" is defi�ed by h�w we �pe� �ur d��rs 

t� th�se i� �eed�  �e Great H�ur �f Shari�g is ��e way that we d� �ust that� 

   

 

Seven Decades of Caring through One Great Hour of 
Sharing 
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How are Your OGHS Gifts Used? 
 

 

Received during the season of Lent, 

each gift to One Great Hour of 

Sharing supports efforts to relieve 

hunger through the Presbyterian 

Hunger Program, promote 

development through the 

Presbyterian Committee on the Self-

Development of People, and assist in 

areas of disaster through 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Use 

our interactive map to see the 

breadth of work being done thanks to 

your generous giving. Are there any 

OGHS projects taking place close to 

your congregation? 
 

  

One Great Hour of Sharing Resources 

GIVE TO PCN'S OGHS SPECIAL OFFERING ON PALM SUNDAY, 

APRIL 14, 2019. OR BRING TO THE OFFICE WHEN YOU GET THE 

CHANCE, BEFORE OR AFTER. 
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Your OGHS Gifts at Work in Puerto Rico 

In December, members of the Special Offerings team joined a delegation of 

representatives from the Presbyterian Hunger Program, Presbyterian Disaster 

Assistance, and Presbyterian Committee on the Self-Development of People in 

Puerto Rico to witness firsthand the remaining devastation of 2017’s Hurricane 

Maria and how your One Great Hour of Sharing gifts are helping people on the 

island rebuild. One of the visits was to Fideicomiso de la Tierra, Puerto Rico’s 

first community land trust, which has been supported by all three ministries 

even before the hurricane hit.  
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SEEKers enjoy a special night for Mardi Gras 
 
Delicious pancakes, sausages, and scrambled eggs fed us; mask- 
making entertained us, and King David and Queen Rebekah Harmon 
knighted all comers, also rewarding them with (chocolate) gold coins. A 
special night to say good-bye to earthly concerns by burning them to 
ashes on leaves of green – giving over our hurts and worries to Christ. 
PCN’s Christian Education committee wishes you all a positive and 
productive Lent, as we anticipate our God’s glorious resurrection.   
 

     
 
  


